Coupland in his book also dealt with the case against
Pakistan effectively.
Mr. Jinnah saw the challenge which all these acts
and utterances implied, and accepted it. He selected
the Punjab as the field for his trial of strength. It
was the busiest centre of war effort. The Unionist
Ministry was the prize boy of the new Viceroy. It
had a new Premier who lacked experience. The Pre-
sident of the Muslim League, therefore, decided to
bring the Minister under his control instead of allow-
ing his nominal suzerainty to continue. It was a
most artfully laid campaign. But he miscalculated
the depths to which the roots of the Unionist Mini-
stry had gone in the Province; nor did he assess the
lack of pro-Pakistan feeling among the Muslims and
the strength of anti-Pakistan feeling among the non-
Muslims. The urban and rural Hindus, who had
been divided so far, came together. The Sikhs, pro-
League and anti-League, combined. The Hindus and
the Sikhs in spite of certain differences allied them-
selves against the blitzkrieg. Premier Khizr's hold
over a large majority of Muslim members of the
Legislative Assembly remained unchallenged. The
Governor was equally firm. All interests except a
few Muslim League members joined hands. It was
clearly a round between the British Government and
the Frankenstein which they had raised; and the
British came out successful.
British Imperial policy had worked out the policy
of frustrating the national aspirations till the barrier
erected by them became a danger in itself.
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